
 

Thought for the Day Mark 3 20-35 
 
 How many of you have family or close friends?  I have both friends and 
family that I can draw upon for guidance and support but not everyone can do 
this.  And sometimes it’s hard for us to do anyway.  Have you ever thought that 
you were doing something that didn’t really meet with your family’s approval?  
Something that you felt passionate about and really wanted to do?  You sit your 
family down and describe what it is you want to achieve, expecting them to be as 
enthusiastic as you are, but no they don’t agree, or think you are being reckless, 
or haven’t thought things through. How do you feel? Are your hopes dashed?  
Do you back down? 
 
 I can remember when I became a vegetarian. This was in the days before 
free range meat and line caught tuna.  Having experienced factory farming of 
eggs and hens and visited an abattoir, I decided that meat and fish were not for 
me.  Off I went home for a break from university expecting all my family to get on 
board, maybe even join me.  But no that’s not what happened.  We were not well 
off and in those days serving two meals was a struggle.  Over the years things 
have changed and I get wonderful treats both when I see my family and via other 
people.  This is only a small example, there are others more far reaching and 
important. 
 
 Imagine the disappointment you might feel, when feeling drawn to take on a 
dangerous job, like firefighting, only for your family to put you down, or ridicule 
you.   Even worse to imagine someone being called by God only for your family to 
distance themselves from you, or disown you, or worse. 

 
Today’s gospel reading opens and Jesus is with many people, including 

some of his family. But from his family’s point of view things are not going well.  
Relationships between Jesus and his family have over time, according to Mark’s 
gospel, become distant and difficult.  From the age of twelve Jesus was telling his 
family he was here to do God’s will and work.  Luke 2:49 gives us a glimpse of 
this when Jesus was lost for three days and his parents were frantic; when they 
found him and admonished him he replied, “Why were you searching for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” The difficulty for his family to 
understand what he was doing and why, must be far beyond any lack of 
understanding we may have about the actions of our family members.   

 
As Jesus’ ministry gathers momentum and he is in demand by many, it is 

understandable that this described difference may become more apparent.  As 
the verses continue the rift is shown to be wider than family, to include those in 
authority, especially those in religious authority and those with a base in 
Jerusalem, the rift also between Galilee and Jerusalem.  Here Jesus rebuffs 
accusations that he is in league with the devil, through careful discourse, drawing 
out the flaw in their argument.  If he was in league with the devil, why would he 
speak out and act out against evil?  That would be self-defeating.   

 



 

That matter addressed, Mark draws our attention back to the family of 
Jesus.  Jesus is asked to return to or with his family.  Here he is very clear.  To 
truly be a member of his family each one of us must do the will of God. It is not 
enough for us to be baptised into the family of God. It is not enough for us to 
come to Church and worship together.  We must do something that sets us apart 
from other human beings.  Not in an arrogant or self seeking way, but in a 
humble manner after listening carefully to the will of God for you and for me. 

 
St. Paul says in his letter to the Romans, we have gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, generosity, 
leading, diligence, compassion, cheerfulness. He then tells us to love one 
another, hate evil and extend compassion and support to strangers. 

 
 Mark’s gospel reminds us that when we do these things to serve God and 
not our own selfish ends, we truly become a sibling of Christ. 
 

 


